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HILDHOOD AMIDST CONFLICT 

zphic novels promoting transnational idarity and planetary humanism 
hin Majumdar 

ntroduction 
ons and their governments have failed to resolve armed conflicts, and in 
n faled to protect children living in conflict zones. Children have been 

ed. brainwashed., used as human shield and suicide bombers, recruited by 
med groups, abducted, forcefully married, and sexually abused. Targeting 

an infrastructures like schools. hospitals, and water sources have worsened 
te future of the surviving ones. Recently. the exodus of Rohingya refugees 
eeing irom Myanmar poured into Bangladesh. They brought with them tes 
onies of violence. The Rohingya children who are now living in refugee nps are at the risk of becoming a lost generation being deprived of education 
td becoming vulnerable to sex trafficking. In the wake of 

COVID-19 pan-tenc, their cramped existence in densely populated d refugee camps is jeopardis-
inig their lives. 

The present study includes two graphic novels, namely. Malik Sajad's Munnu: Jrom Kashmir and loe Sacco's Palestine with: a view to engaging in turse pertain1ng to graphic novel's vital role in promoting "planetary human-sn and to voice forth an urgency of universal solidariy in shielding children 
the two spatio-temporally discrete conflict zones - Palestine and Kashur 

up in confict zones across the globe. The intent behind inclusivity 
tin particularly with reference to ch1ldren. Children's rights violations are not lated anomalies to be neglected. Professor Sara Ahnied in her book Cultural 

Within a singular schee 

1olitics of Emotion argues 

Sohdarity 

study is the 

iIvolves 

does not assune that our 

commonality of 

Our pain is the same paun, or that our hope struggles are the sane struggles, or that 
as Commitment, and work, as wel 

dis 

human rights viola 

s for the same future. Solidarity the recognition that even if we 
DOI: 10.4324/az01 



The Porodox of Planetary Human Entanglements provides a nuanced understanding of the 
complexity of planetary human entanglements in this age of increased borderisation and 

territorialisation, racism and xenophobia, and inclusion and exclusion. 

One of the greatest paradoxes of the 2/st century is that of increased planetary 
human entanglements enabled by globalisation on the one hand and by the rising tide 
of exclusionary right-wing politics of racism, xenophobia, and the building of walled 
states on the other. The characteristic feature of this paradox is the unrestrained move 
towards the detention and incarceration of those who attempt to migrate. This brings 
to the fore the issue of borders in terms of their materiality and symbolism and how 
this mediates belonging, citizenship, and the ethics (or lack thereof) and politics of 
living together. This book shows that at the core of border and migration restrictions 
is the desire to exclude certain categories of people, which aptly demonstrates that 
borders in their materiality are not for everyone but for those who are considered 
undesirable migrants. The authors examine questions of borders, nationalism, migration, 
immigration, and belonging, setting the basis of a campaign for planetary humanism 
grounded on human dignity, which transcends ethnicity and nationality. 

This book will be a useful resource for students, scholars, and researchers of African 
Studies, Border Studies, Migration Studies, Development Studies, International Studies. 
Black Studies, International Relations, and Political Science. 

Inocent Moyo is an Associate Professor in the Department of Geography and 
Environmental Studies at the University of Zululand, South Africa. He researches 
borders, migration, and the political economy of the informal economy in the Southern 
African regjon. 

Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni is Research Chair in Epistemologies of the Global 
South at the University of Bayreuth, Germany. He is a prominent historian and one 
of the leading decolonial scholars and theorists in the Global South. He was the 
Executive Director of the Change Management Unit (CMU) in the Principal and Vice 
Chancellor's office at the University of South Africa (UNISA) and Professor of African 
Political Economy at the Thabo Mbeki African Leadership Institute (TMALI) at the same 
instítution. Previously, he headed the Archie Mafeje Research Institute for Applied Social 
Policy (AMRI). 
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(The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law 

or the equal protection of the laws within the territorv of India) 
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Copyright o 2022 The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc. 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any elec- 
tronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without 
written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages 

in a review. 
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Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Names: Deb Barman, Debayan, editor. 
Title: Critical essays on English and Bengali detective fiction/ edited by 
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Chapter 2 

Heroine as Detective 

Wilkie Collins's The Dead Secret 

Madhumita Biswas 

Wilkie Collins (1824-1889), "one of the most popular novelists writing 
in English during the nineteenth century" (Heller 1992. 110), is seen as 
the grandfather" of detective fiction (Ashley 1950, 273). Famous for The 
Moonstone (1868), hailed by T. S. Eliot as "the first, the longest and the best 
of modern English detective novels" (quoted in David 2001. 179), Collins is 
universally acclaimed for his labyrinthine narratives of gripping secrets. His 
sensational novels often feature a cast of women who break the mold of the 
quintessential nineteenth-century heroine-women who actively take charge 
of their own lives and thus come across as agential subjects. Foremost among 

these unconventional fictional women are Collins's amateur she sleuths" 
whose exploits are as extraordinary as that of the author's male detectives ( for 

example, Sergeant Cuff and Ezra Jennings from The Moonstone) and hence 
worthy of critical consideration. The present chapter concentrates on one 
such she sleuth": Rosamond Treverton, the protagonist of The Dead Secrer 

(1957). The Dead Secret is Collins's fourth novel and his first to appear in a 
serialized version; it ran in Charles Dickens's Household Words from Januaryy 
1857 onward and was published in book form in June of that year (Nayder 

1997, 53). The Dead Secret is generally regarded as a minor novel in the 
Collins corpus; as Steve John Farmer notes, Antonina (1850), Basil (1852), 
Hide and Seck (1854), and The Dead Secret (1857) have been deemed 

Collins's "apprentice fiction," as mere "stepping stones to success" (Farmer 

1991, 7). Yet, despite being a neglected piece of work, The Dead Secret is 
a compelling gothic-styled page-turner with Rosamond as an iron-willed 

mystery-solver who embarks on a suspenseful journey to unravel a buried 
dead secret" of her family 

27 
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Abstract: 

e consciousness to recognize the identity of subaltern 

5Oups in literature became a vital tool to dispel the 

Silence of the entire arc of marginalized 
communities of 

Peasants, workers, gender 
subalterns, 

tribal and caste 

oppressed. This 
humanistic 

creed was not limited to the 

gdlaxy of Indian English 
creative 

writers but crossed 

frontiers to Ontiers to inspire 
western 

directors to capture the 

Vlahasweta Devi's 

silent soliloquies of the 
oppressed. 

Mahasweta Devi's 

to capture the 

Behind the 
Bodice", 

later 
becan an inspiration for 

"Behind 

Snort story Choli Ke 
Peeche, 

translated by Spivak as 

ame an inspiration for 
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where the 
The question whether literature is a shae 

literature shouild readers should experience aesthetic pleasure or literate 

bear propaganda is a never-ending debate. In the midst of t 
frail and fluid political situations of the Northeas Northeast, the 

of 
enlightening and encouraging factor is the emerging arc n 

literature that seeks to articulate the actual meaning of the life in 
a situation that is degenerating and disintegrating. 

Temsula Ao's poetry, a therapeutic form of art, voices 
forth the choked voices of the marginal state and upholds ther 
ethnic identity which has been under constant threat. These 

poems not only serve as a site of resistance but also 

kaleidoscopically portray the scenic aura of the Northeast. My 
paper aims to foreground the eco feminist concerns in selected 
poems of Temsula Ao to understand the pulse of her pristine 
realization of nature. 

Ecocriticism examines cultural or literary texts from a ecological point of concern. It views the representation ot nar and people's concern and attitude towards environment literary texts. The nucleus of Ecocriticism could be traced Raymond Williams The Country and the City (1973) and Annette Kolodny's The Lady of the Land (1975). However, the torm Ecocriticism' was first cited in Willianm Rueckrt's essay 
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